MAGAZINES VS. JOURNALS

What’s the difference?

	CRITERIA
	MAGAZINES
	JOURNALS

	How do they look?
	Eye-catching, attractive with photographs & ads
	Have a serious look, plain covers, no photographs, little or no advertising

	Who are they written for?
	For the general public; presume little to no knowledge in a particular area; language is simple and often entertaining
	For professionals in the field; presume a familiarity with the discipline; language of the discipline is used

	Who are they written by?
	Mostly journalists & professional writers
	Experts or scholars in the field

	What is the content?
	Short articles on timely topics and of interest to the general public
	Usually report at length on original research

	How credible is the content?
	Articles usually reviewed by editors; no list of references at end of article
	Peer-reviewed or refereed by other scholars in the field; contain list of references at end of article

	How do you find them?
	Expanded Academic Index; Academic Search Complete
	Expanded Academic Index; Academic Search Complete; Business Source Complete; CINAHL Complete; PsycInfo, SocInfo

	EXAMPLES
	Newsweek; Business Week; Cosmopolitan; Sports Illustrated
	Sex Roles; Journal of Educational Psychology; American Journal of Sociology; Crime and Delinquency
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